Midland Championships: Rissington 3rd & 4th September 2011

Race report courtesy of Karting Magazine and Graham Smith.  Read the full report in Karting Magazine www.kartingmagazine.com from 12th October, meanwhile here is a taster.  Images by TSR Productions.

Rissington has a long and honourable place in the history of karting, and continues to attract a good sized entry for its annual Midland Championships, this year it amounted to 185. As well as the regular classes, the British Historic Kart Club put on demonstration runs on each day, with a full grid of Class 1 & 2 karts, and a half grid of gearbox. On Sunday long circuit Superkart racers Gavin Bennett and Jason Dredge added to the lunchtime displays. After a Saturday morning’s practice, there were heats in the afternoon, all in good dry conditions.  Heavy rain early on Sunday soon cleared away for the remaining heats and finals.

MiniMax

The youngsters set the scene for a series of closely fought, multiple lead changing finals and in this one Ben Jenkins-Davies snatched the lead from James Webb at Top Bend, but that soon reversed twice until Dan Kelly took consecutive moves at the Elbow to head the pack. The second half continued in the same vein amongst these three with Charlie Savage tagging the back until he grabbed second before being excluded for a not-to-fiche engine. 

Kelly had executed a perfect switch back through the Dog Leg for the lead, but failed to hold on at the Elbow, then as Kelly dived in again, new leader Jenkins-Davies went sideways over the grass letting Webb through to win, Jenkins-Davies down to fourth which became third.

KZ2 UK

As Mat Dittman hit clutch troubles at the start, James Glenister and Daniel Borton roared away together, but Dittman’s inside line gave him the lead until Borton barrelled through at the Elbow. Glenister bravely nipped inside down the back hill but again Borton had the edge at the Elbow and stayed ahead until the flag.  Josh Mulholland was a close third, but had to pull off with a lap to run, his exhaust coming apart. On the last lap Tom Moore half spun trying to relieve Jonny Buchanan of third, but didn’t lose a place.

Junior TKM

Another thriller ensued, with a nasty twist at the end.  Danny Keirle fell to fifth at the start, whilst Matt England and Jack Ransom swapped the lead. 

Although Arran Mills slipped inside Ransom at the Loop, Keirle arrowed up to second at the Dog Leg and soon relieved England of the lead at the Elbow. A few trades later in a frantic dice, Keirle managed to cling on at the front, whilst there was trouble behind. Keaton Ford had joined the leaders and went round the outside of Ransom then had a run on England who ran onto the grass up hill to the Elbow. Ransom took second by a fraction over Ford, England next but later excluded for allegedly causing a big crash after the line with Ford, William Shaw and Scott Morris all in a pile.

210 Challenge

Dan Bury was quickly into the lead off the outside front row, with Luke Plain chasing and Lee Plain trying hard to pass Graham Payne. Luke dived inside Payne down the back hill, and both karts skittered off permanently onto the grass at high speed.  The remaining Plain whipped past Bury into the lead. Tom Whyte was reliably holding off Mike Coombs for third.  Trying desperately to find a  chink on the inside, Bury’s kart picked up on the back of his rival, and when it landed the carburettor fell out, resulting in a slow finish.

Junior Max

As Will Maslin escaped in the lead from grid 2, poleman Tom Harvey bottled the rest up at the Dog Leg, with some chaos behind resulting in Jack Howell spinning from around 5th. Harvey fell to 4th behind Sam Ward who was about to relieve Matthew Ryder of 2nd. Harvey sliced down the inside of Ryder at the Dog Leg but was unable to do anything about Ward, as they both closed on Maslin. But Ward was given a 5 place penalty, so Ryder inherited a podium spot. On the last lap, Harrison Wignall lunged Ryder but overshot and lost places running on the grass, leaving Joe Byrne and Jade Sheppard next.

250 National

 Ian Thomson had to pass Alex Burrows before he could start to challenge leader Ross Allen, who had actually been the slowest of the front row to react to the lights, but had the favourable inside line.  Thomson hung on grimly but never quite close enough to challenge Allen, not helped by having to pass backmarkers. Burrows maintained 3rd, well clear of a rather disgruntled James Hassall.  Allen continued to control the race with 2s in hand at the flag for his seventh Midland Champs title.

TKM Extreme

 Danny Allin skittered over the grass missing out the Loop apex amongst the melee chasing Matthew Allnutt who had grabbed the lead from Nathan Durnford. 

From grid 2 Matthew Quinney plus Arran Maile and Matthew Coulton went off, Simon Vercoe now 4th. Durnford vaulted into the lead, and although Ashley Yorke followed on Allnutt out of the Dog Leg, he ran onto the grass out of turn one and lost several places. So Durnford escaped, leaving Allnutt to fend off Robert Edwards with Luke Ogden a lonely 4th.  Gavin Pitt was excluded from fifth.

Cadets

As Harry Andrews led from pole, Edward Tansley was bundled back from 2nd to 4th as he got on the grass out of Top Bend. Alex McRoberts took Joseph Reeves-Smith for 2nd at the Loop and Tansley followed before vaulting into the lead. On the last lap McRoberts dived in at the Dog Leg and had a quick spin dropping him to 5th ahead of Matthew Graham. But Tansley, who only started racing last year, lifted his first major title. Reeves-Smith held onto 2nd with the SC plated Jake Blackedge on the final step of the podium.

Rotax Max

Danny Russell vaulted past Henry Easthope for the lead, Jack Saffery following at the Elbow. As the chasing pair closed on Russell, the battle became heated.  Saffery went down the outside to pick up the lead but Russell snatched it back at the Elbow and Easthope followed.  Russell escaped to win, whilst Saffery tried the same outside line trick at the Dog Leg but this time was rebuffed, letting Richard Hughes and Nathan Lawley through, Saffery having to settle for 4th. In the Max 177 category Dean Arthur was ahead of Richard Brenton.

Results

MiniMax

1 James Webb Kosmic

2 Dan Kelly Tony

3 Ben Jenkins-Davies Gillard

KZ2 UK

1 Dan Borton BRM/TM

2 James Glenister Kosmic/Pavesi

3 Jonny Buchanan Energy/TM

Junior TKM

1 Danny Keirle Jade

2 Jack Ransom JKH

3 Keaton Ford Intrepid

210 Challenge

1 Luke Plain Anderson

2 Tom Whyte Anderson

3 Mike Coombs Anderson

Junior Max

1 Will Maslin Exprit

2 Tom Harvey Birel

3 Matthew Ryder Kosmic

250 National

1 Ross Allen Jade/Honda

2 Ian Thomson Energy/Honda

3 Alex Burrows Jade/Honda

TKM Extreme

1 Nathan Durnford Tony

2 Matthew Allnutt Storm

3 Robert Edwards Storm

Cadets

1 Edward Tansley Zip

2 Joseph Reeves-Smith Zip

3 Jake Blackledge Sodi

Rotax Max

1 Danny Russell Tony

2 Richard Hughes Kosmic

3 Nathan Lawley Tony

Max 177

1 Dean Arthur tba

